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For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Death of the Leaves. 


I walk my garden with a heavy tread; 
A grief I cannot tell 
Steals o’er meas I see 
The things I love so well, 
The bright young leaves fall round me withered, 
dead. 


Of late so beautiful, they glorified 
Our earth with emerald crown; 
Now low they lie and meekly die, 
In death-robes russet brown, 
Fluttering in air, orin dark hollows hide. 


Heaps upon heaps they lie unburied yet, 
Waiting till snow-flakes spread 
A saintly pall over them all, 
And cover up the dead, 
While wintry winds chant dirges of regret. 


A short, sweet life was theirs, yet not in vain ; 
Through the long Summer day, 
A welcome shade their arches made 
From the sun's scorching ray, 
Where weary man and beast might rest again. 


Nor shall they die in vain; freely they give 
Their beauty to decay, 
And in their death impart new breath 
To germs that Spring’s bright day 
Shall bid arise in beauteous forms to live. 


O gentle leaves! I have a lesson read 
In this brief hour of thought: 
May my life be a ministry, 
Like yours, with good so fraught 
‘That one at least may mourn when Iam dead, 


ETA. 
a i Oo 
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Are You in Earnest? 
BY M. E. M. 


“ , BB you in earnest, teacher?’ said a 

little, bright-eyed girl, looking up 
into the face that was so tenderly bent upon 
hers. 

‘““T am very much in earnest, Carrie,”’ 
said the teacher. ‘‘ Your soul, that will 
never die, is in danger. Unless you are 
saved by Jesus, you can never be saved. 
I don’t know whether I will ever. be able 
to speak to you again about it, for this may 
be, for all we know, our last time of meet- 
ing together. My dear, I want you to give 


your heart to Jesus, here and now.”’ 
Reader, when we press 


Here and now! 





the subject of their eternal salvation upon 
our fellow-beings, let us be definite. Let 
us say to them, ‘' Now is the time; this is 
the place.’’? Let us be in earnest. 

Some days ago the papers gave an account 
of avery terrible ship-wreck. Five men, 
naked and starving, clung for days to a 
piece of the wreck, hoping, till hope was 
lost in despair, that a passing ship might 
save them. By-and-bye, in the distance, 
their poor eyes caught the white shimmer 
of a sail. With all their feeble, failing 
strength, they made signs for it, but the 
vessel passed on, unseeing. At last, when 
they were nearly dead, came by another 
vessel, which took them on board. 

How much in earnest they must have 
been, when they signalled the ship that 
first caught their straining gaze! Like 
them, we, if out of Christ, are in danger, 
out on the ocean of Time, with only a 
breaking spar between us and Eternity. 
Unless we can get into the Ark, we shall 
be lost. Beautiful Ark of the Covenant! 
Blessed Gospel Ship! If we make our 
signs, if we raise our voices, that Ship will 
never pass us by, for its Commander is the 
Captain of our salvation. 

But, my friend, are you in earnest? Are 
we all in earnest? 

Norfolk, Va. 


or 
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Fit to Join the Church. 


Y7HEN persons apply for admission 
to the church, it is customary to ask 
them all about their internal evidence of 
being a Christian. But when do we ever 
hear them asked for a proof of their conver- 
sion, from their daily life? Who ever asks, 
‘*Do you deny yourself luxuries and worldly 
vanities that you may give liberally to the 
Lord’s work?”’ ‘‘Do you visit the sick and 
suffering about you, and minister to them 
to the best of your ability?’’ ‘*Do you real- 
ly, from your heart, forgive any who have 
injured you, and have you striven in all 
ways you can to do them good?’’ These 
and such like questions are carefully avoid- 
ed, yet does not the answer to them furnish 
the evidence by which we and the world are 
to know whether we are Christians or not? 
Though we are not to be saved by our 
works, we are to be judged by them. 

A shrewd observer of large experience 
was wont to ask, when told that an ac- 
quaintance was converted, ‘‘ Is his pocket 
converted ?’? Mr. Beecher says, ‘*‘ Don’t 





come to me and tell me you are fit to join 





= 


the church because you love to pray morn- 
ing and night. Tell me what your praying 
has done for you, and then call your neigh- 
bors and let me hear what they think it has 
done for you.”’ 

While we need to guard carefully against 
any trust in works for salvation, we ought 
to insist just as strongly upon their neces- 
sity as a proof of our conversion. ‘‘ Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this: to visit the widow and the 


‘fatherless in their affliction, and to keep 


himself unspotted from the world.’’ We 
are plainly told that those who come up to 
the judgment without this evidence of good 
works, will hear the sentence, ‘‘I never 
knew you. Departfromme.”’ J. EH. L. 


> oe ——_ 
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A Christian Face. 


YOUNG Christian used to desire that 

her whole deportment, and even the 

expression of her face, should show to all 

about her that she was Christ’s. She wish- 

ed in all her ways to acknowledge him. 
Her wish was remarkably gratified. 





** None knew her but to love her, 
None named her but to bless,’’ 

the love of Christ so shone through all her 
wordsand deeds. We have all known faces 
whose every expression was a sermon. I 
know one where the peace of God so dwells, 
in the midst of poverty and suffering, that 
just to look upon it is composing even to 
my most perplexed and troubled mood. 

And have we not all known loving eyes 
whose very look was a reproof, keener and 
deeper felt than the most bitter reproaches ? 
Such a face had the good minister Bengal. 
One day two young sisters from thecountry, 
who had been brought up strictly by pious: 
parents, were visiting the city of Stuttgard. 
They bad heard so much of the opera that 
they determined to visit it. On their way 
there they met a tall, venerable looking 
person, whom they knew to be prelate Ben- 
gal. He gave them a look full of deep se- 
riousness, and when they looked back after — 
him, to their surprise they found that he 
was still following them with that same 
earnest glance. To their quickened con- 
sciences the look of the stranger was full of 
reproach. Itseemed tosay with tenderness, 

‘¢Children, are you going the right way ?”’ 

Conscience-stricken, they turned down: 
another street, and went home, ashamed of 
their worldliness and departure from the 
good instructions of their parental roof. 
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Ifthe heart is deeply in earnest, it is easy 
to guide, or reprove, with a glance. But all 
affectation of feeling only awakens ridi- 
cule and contempt. You may, perhaps, 
impose on grown people sometimes, but 
rarely on keen-sighted children. They look 
through and through affectation with their 
own honest eyes, and value it at its full 
worth. 

Our faces often reveal what we would 
gladly have kept secret. Have the foun- 
tain pure, and the outward expression will 
take care of itself. A loving spirit paints 
itselfin unmistakable hues upon the face. 

Lo!Is. 





—__—__——_ 
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“WILD OATS.” 


6 H Antep en I have sowed my wild oats,” 

a friend once said to me, ‘‘I will 
live a better life.” My remonstrance was 
of no avail. The ‘‘ wild oats’’ were sowed. 
Before long the harvest came. It was a 
harvest of sorrow. The scattered seed 
brought forth its legitimate fruit. 

My young reader, you are looking out on 
life with eager longings. You desire to be 
happy, and believe that happiness comes 
to those who, free from the restraints of re- 
ligion, lead worldly, careless lives. Worldly 
pleasure is the thing which you most desire 
to gain. Youseethe fancied prize, but you 
do not see the danger which lies between 
you and its possession. -You behold the 
glittering pomp and hear the glorious 
music, but as you look out upon the en- 
chanted land, you do not realize that ‘‘ the 
dead are there.’’ You forget that the path 
of worldly pleasure leads to endless woe. 
As you see those who enter the gates of 
pleasure, you long for their freedom and 
joy. But you never see them return in 
happiness. If they ever come back at all, 
they come ‘‘ weary and heavy laden.’’ 

You are surrounded by strong tempta- 

tions. Let me lift a warning voice. Enter 
not the charmed circle. Resist even the 
slightest beginnings of evil. Bewareof the 
sparkling cup. Leave the card-table to be 
patronized by others, if it is to be patron- 
ized at all. Shun the evil companion, the 
impure picture, the bad book. Enter not 
the theatres and low places with which our 
cities and large towns are crowded. Seek 
the company of the good and pure. Read 
good books. Cultivate your moral and in- 
tellectual powers. Live not for to-day 
alone, but for eternity and heaven. Re- 
member that the period of youth is the 
turning pointof yourdestiny. You cannot 
stain the mind with vice to-day, and be 
pure in heart to-morrow. The impressions 
of youth are lasting. They are seldom 
effaced. And if you would respect yourself 
and be respected by others, now or in fu- 
ture years, avoid all contaminating influ- 
ences. Beware not only of sin, but 
also of temptations tosin. Butif, in spite 
of admonition and entreaty, you determine 
to sow ‘' wild oats,’’ ponder well the words 
of inspiration, ‘‘ Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
THAT shall he also reap.”’ Jo; te Ee 
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SO NEAR THE DOOR. 


A PARTY of travellers had been spend- 
ing the day upon Mount Washington, 
and on attempting to return to their hotel 
were lost. They wandered about all 
night in the mists and darkness, striving 
to keep themselves from freezing. But the 
exposure and fright were too much fora 
young lady of delicate constitution, and 
she fell down by the way exhausted, dying 
just as the day was breaking. When the 
glad sunlight lit up themountain’s brow, 
what was their surprise to find themselves 
but a few rods from their hotel. A refresh- 
ing draught of water and the warmth and 
shelter of its walls, might have saved the 
dear young lady. But they came too late. 
Lost and perishing so near the door! 
Oh, how bitter the fate of many who are 


‘almost Christians. 


‘*T felt as if I must rise when our minis- 
ter called upon any who desired the pray- 
ers of the church to rise in their places,’’ 
said a young lady toa friend, a year ago. 
‘*But something held me back.’’ The im- 
pression speedily died away, and the young 
lady, though lovely and amiable, seems ut- 
terly indifferent to the claims of religion. 

Two young men professed religion at the 
same time and seemed to promise well. 
But by-and-bye the allurements of the 
world crept in, and one and then the other 
was drawn away. To-day they can make 
light of the most serious things. Being 
brought even to the grave’s mouth, has 
failed to bring them to a realization of their 
danger. Almost Christians, I fear they 
will be wholly lost. How terrible to perish 
so near the door. 

If you know of any who are about enter- 
ing into the kingdom, give them all the 
help you can. Oh, it is such a critical mo- 
ment, and the results are of such fearful 
importance. J. E. L. 
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Blind Guides, 


(y= of our New England poets, who 
died a few years since, died in the 
faith of the Romish church. He once re- 
marked in substance toa friend that he pre- 
ferred leaving the concerns of his soul to 
the care of a class of men who made that 
their business, and who would for a con- 
sideration see that all was well with him 
without further concern on his part. 

It is strange that an intellect of such a 
high order could make such an error as this 
in a matter of such vital moment—that it 
could, by any arguments, be made to trust 
to such blind guides to lead it out of such a 
perilous wilderness. 

Yet anythimg to which we look beside the 
Bible as a guide to heaven, is a blind guide. 
Many fancy that if they follow conscience 
they shall be safe, but this guide we have 
deliberately blinded, and it will prove a 
most unsafe one to follow. 

The pirate Gibbs, in his confession before 
execution, said that his first crime plunged 
him in the deepest remorse, and made his 





hearta hell. But after a few years’ cruis- 
ing under the black flag, he could lie down 
with his hands double-dyed in blood and 
sleep as sweetly as an infant. Conscience 
grew more and more at ease as his crimes 
increased. 

Henry Ward Beecher says of his first 
oath, ‘‘It seemed as though every leaf on 
the trees and every blade of grass were 
vocal in their condemnation of my sin. The 
very sky seemed to lower upon me, and all 
nature raised the note of reproof. But in 
after years, under the demoralizing influ- 
ence of bad company, I became able to use 
profane language without a blush, without 
the least remorse of conscience ; and finally 
without being conscious of the language I 
employed.”’ 

Whatever religious teachers we have, if 
their instructions do not accord with God’s 
Word, we are bound to reject them. If 
even an angel from heaven preach any 
other gospel unto us, he is accursed. Not 
only does he shut himself out from the 
kingdom, but all his deluded followers will 
be shut out with him. Lois. 


<=_> 
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Friendship With the World. 


OURFESY and kindness are Christian 

duties to be exercised towards all; but 

friendship with the world is decidedly con- 
trary to the spirit of the gospel. 

In order to walk amicably together, that 
is, to enjoy each other’s company in any 
tolerable degree, one party must give way 
to the other, at least to acertainextent.. It 
is therefore evident that two cannot walk 
comfortably and profitably together, except 
they agree on the most important of all 
subjects—the salvation of the soul through 
faith in a crucified Redeemer. What then 
must we think of those professors of reli- 
gion who are continually mixing with the 
world, not so much from duty as from 
choice; not so much through necessity as 
for pleasure? Are they never tempted to 
make sinful compliances, that they and 
their party may be agreed? Do they never 
sit for hours to listen to the vainest and 
most trifling discourse, whilst the dread of 
giving the salutary check to such idle words 
seals up their lips in silence? Have they 
never encouraged by a smile some witty 
jest upon religious characters, or felt the 
flush of sinful shame glowing upon their 
cheeks when sarcastically called a saint? 
Let conscience give the right answer. Some 
may condemn these remarks as uncharita- 
ble; but those who take Scripture for their 
guide, and experience for their teacher, well 
know the truth of these assertions. Surely, 
then, we may say with David, ‘‘ Blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorn- 
ful; but whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night.’’ 

There are numerous passages in the Word 
of God to guard Christians against the love, 
the deceits, and the allurements of the 
world. How little are they considered by 
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the generality of professors! The declara- 
tion of our Saviour, ‘‘ My kingdom is not of 
this world,’’ and the character of his fol- 
lowers, ‘‘ Ye are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world,’’ seem to be words of 
no import with thousands who call them- 
selves Christians. Immersed in all the bu- 
sinesses and pleasures of life, they act as if 
no such declaration had been made, or any 
such character drawn by the Saviour of 
mankind. How baneful the influence of 
such conduct! 

One who had been for a long time ad- 
dicted to infidel principles, when asked, 
after his conversion, ‘‘ What was your chief 
hindrance in embracing the truth?’’ re- 
plied, ‘‘The inconsistencies of professing 
Christians.” Who can tell the extent of 
evil which must result from the sinful 
compliances of those who have declared 
themselves to be the followers of Jesus ?’’ 
How fearful their responsibility ! 

Dear reader, beware of compromising 
your principles. Beware of conceding to 
the practices of the world, from a mistaken 
notion of conciliating the prejudices, of 
winning over the ungodly to religion. Such 
conduct will only excite the contempt of 
the world, and provoke the Almighty to 
hide his face. 

No—we must be singular if we would be 
holy; we must be consistent if we would 
be useful. Oh! let us look to Jesus con- 
stantly for grace and strength that we may 
walk safely through the slippery paths of 
life—that we may let all around us see the 
foundation of our practice, and why we 
cannot do as others do. This ingenuous 
conduct may open the minds and touch the 
hearts of many, who through divine grace 
may be led to say, ‘‘ We will go with you, 
for we perceive that Godis with you. S.A. 


ay I 
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Count Zinzindorf’s Childhood. 


HE example of Count Zinzindorf is an 

enduring encouragement to those who 
labor and long for the early conversion of 
children. A thoughtful boy from his cra- 
‘dle, he was early instructed in Bible truths 
by a revered grandmother. She taught 
him the Word with so much kindness and 
wisdom, that it was written on his soul as 
with adiamond point. The conversation 


of pious people who visited her made like- 


wise a deep impression upon him. He 
drank in the stirring words of Luther’s 
works with rare eagerness fora child, but 
the Bible was to him the Book of books. 
Before his seventh year he had formed ha- 
bits of daily prayer, and much thinking 
upon God. So sweet, so tender was his 
early communion with his Saviour, that 
some have charged it to fanaticism. Oh 
that there were more of this fanaticism 
among our children! When he was sixty 
years old he used to recall these blessed 


‘seasons in childhood with great delight. 


He would talk when alone, to even the in- 
animate things about him, of this precious, 
precious Saviour. Sometimes he -would 
write a little note, all brimming over with 
love for his Lord, and throw it out of the 





window, in the hope that he might find it. 
With every one he talked of Jesus and his 
love as any child will of a princely bene- 
factor who has loaded him with blessings. 

When but seven years old he was sent to 
the Royal school at Halle, and here his 
great aim was to bring others to Jesus. He 
held little meetings, which a few of the 
scholars joined, where prayer and praise 
were devoutly offered. A long life of de- 
voted service, and wonderful nearness to 
God, attested the sincerity of this early 
conversion. In his old age he said : 

‘«The Saviour has never ceased, for these 
lastsix or seven years, to clearly demonstrate 
that the souls of the children are as dear to 
himasthesoulsofthe parents. Inupwards 
of eighty sermons which I have preached to 
them, I felt that I had to do with a church, 
and spoke to them as respectfully as if I 
was addressing an assembly of the greatest 
importance.” 

Oh that all our talkers to the children 
would speak to them in the same spirit. 

pe 
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Spiritual Sacrifices. 


Bde we read over the long and nu- 
merous ceremonials enjoined on God’s 
ancient people, have we not often felt thank- 
ful that we did not live under such a bur- 
densome system ? 

Yet do we not place too little value on 
the substitutes God has given us for it? He 
calls on us to worship him now as truly 
and as statedly as he did his people then. 
Our public, social, private, and family de- 
votions take the place of these many sacri- 
fices andoblations. We area ‘‘ holy priest- 
hood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.’’ The 
law would not hold a Jew guiltless who, 
because he was hurried with his worldly 
affairs, or because the weather was unfa- 
vorable, or friends were visiting him, should 
omit these sacrifices and ceremonials. Nei- 
ther will God absolve us from our duties for 
any such frivolous excuses. We have a 
great High Priest ever ready to attend to 
our offerings. ‘‘By him, therefore, let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continu- 
ally, that is the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to his name.’’ 

Whatever other appointments we neglect, 
we should keep our appointment with God 
unbroken. Certainly without the morning 
and evening sacrifice, no one can keep reli- 
gion alive on the heart’s altar. L. 

a rm 2 
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RESIGNATION. 


How quiet the house is to-day ; 
No footstep is heard but my own; 
No voice echoes back from the walls, 
For I am alone, all alone, 


ITHIN the space of a month I have 

been deprived of the companionship 
of the two who were nearer and dearer to 
me than all others. But, though the foot- 
steps to which I have been wont to listen 
will never be heard again, and the loving 
arms which have so often encircled my 
neck will forever lie still and motionless ; 





and though the tiny feet whose merry pat- 
ter so lately charmed my ear are silent, and 
the prattling voice is hushed, I will remem- 
ber that ‘‘the Lord gave, and the Lord 
taketh away,” and that I have no right to 
complain. 

From my window I see two glittering 
slabs, and know that beneath them all my 
earthly treasures and hopes are buried. But 
the hope of a re-union in heaven sweetens 
the bitterness of present grief, drawing my 
mind from earthly longings and regrets to 
that blessed land where I trust my loved 
ones will dwell in the presence of God for- 
ever. 

We were happy, we three, in our cozy 
home; at least, as happy as mortals could 
expect to be. But, lest our souls might be- 
come dwarfed by too great a love for pe- 
rishable joys, God saw fit to take two of our 
number to that blessed abode where temp- 
tation will never come to allure them from 
the feet of their Saviour. Oh, it was hard 
to give them up, to see them lie so cold and 
stilland rigidin death. But I find conso- 
lation in thinking that— 


** Death is but a covered way, 
Which opens into light, 
Wherein no blinded child can stray, 
Beyond the Father’s sight.”’ 
HATTIE. 


a re 


“He Shall Never Hear the Last of It.” 


A SAILOR was converted. In the glow 
and gladness of first love he was heard 

to exclaim, 

‘*To save such a sinnerasI am! He 
shall never hear the last of it.” 9 

Sometimes men in unchristian anger use 
the threat against an enemy, ‘‘ He shall 
never hear the last of it.’? Here, in Chris- 
tian triumph, it was beautifully used by 
the rejoicing sailor. Through all eternity 
the saved shall praise the Saviour. ‘' He 
shall never hear the last of it.”’—The Sun- 
day-School Journal. 


—_—_— OO 


CULTIVATE THE MUSICAL TALENT.— The 
Congregationalist says, in reference to this: 
The cultivation of the love of sacred music 
among the young people of our churches is 
a matter of no little importance. Congre- 


gational singing is a great desideratum, but - 


it cannot succeed, unless a congregation is 
trained to sing. Themost favorable season 
of the year for singing-schools is now upon 
us, and such schools, if well conducted, are 
a great help to good music in the family, 
the prayer-meeting, and the Sabbath-ser- 
vice, as well as a great help in promoting 
acquaintance, developing the social ele- 
ment, and drawing a congregation together 
in the bonds of Christian sympathy and 
regard. Look well then tothe facilities for 
deweloping the musical talent among the 
young people in yourchurch and Sabbath- 
school. 


2 


NEGLECTING OPPORTUNITIES.—A whole 
chapter of divine revelation is occupied 
with teaching us that sins of omission will 
constitute the principal cause of a sinner’s 
condemnation at the last day.—J. Crouch. 
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WESSON No. 50. 
(Yor Sunday, December 12, 1869.) 


Shutting Up the Kingdom; Blind Guides. 











TEXT.—MATTHEW 23: 13-24. 


Verse 13. But woe unto you, Scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering, to goin. 
14. Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites ! for ye deveur widows’ houses, and for a pre- 
tence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive 
the oer damnation. 15. Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and 
land to make one proselyte; and when he is made, 
ye make him two-fold more the child of hell than 
yourselves. 16. Woe unto you, ye blind guides, 
which per: Whosoever shall swear by the temple, 
it is not ing; but whosoever shall swear by the 
et of the temple, he is a debtor! 17. Ye fools, and 

lind! for whether is greater, the gold, or the tem- 
ple that sanctifieth the gold? 28. And, Whosoever 
shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whoso- 
ever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is 
guilty. 19. Ye fools, and blind! fer whether is 
greater, the gift,or the altar that sanctifieth the 
gift? 20. Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, 
sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21. An 
whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it 
and by him that dwelleth therein. 22. And he tha 
shallswear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of 
God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 23.Woe unto 
Are Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 

ithe of mint, and anise,and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment. 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, an 
not to leave the other undone. 24. Yeblind guides, 
which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 13. Woe unto you—Tuere are eight distinct 
— here pronounced against Christ’s enemies at 
e close of his ministry. Compare the eight beati- 
tudes (Matthew 5: 1-11) addressed to His disciples 
on the commencement of His ministry. Blessings 
for His friends; woes for his foes! ‘‘His Gospel 
has its woes, as well as the Law, and Gospel curses 
are, of all others, the heaviest.”—Henry. Hypo- 
crites—The word originally means a stage-player. 
The religious hypocrite is one who enacts a 
character which is not his own. His design 
may be either goed or bad, but the results are al- 
ways bad. The father of lies dwells with his 
children, and he whose professiofi of religion rises 
from an untruthful heart, may know that the devil 
is in his spiritual foundation, and that the whole 
building will be “sensual, devilish.” Sincerity, 
honesty of soul, must be at the bottom of a holy life: 
the Foundation must be He whois “The Truth.” 
For—No curse of Christ’s is without amplest cause. 
Their sins were born of their insincerity; but the 
sinful acts are made the ground of condemnation. 
Ye shut up the kingdom—Which implies that God 
has set the kingdom wide open. He sent His Son 
Jesus, ‘‘ He that hath the key of David,” (Rev. 3: 7,) 
to “set before’ the people, and to point them to 
this ‘‘open door.” The Pharisees, by rejecting and 
opposing Jesus, shut this against (or before) men— 
even when, at the voice of Jesus, they were coming 
in crowds, and on the very threshold, entering to 
goin. Thus the crime was aggravated. The shut- 
ting up was done (1) by refusing to go in themselves, 
Every man who stays outside the Church, by the 
.mighty power of his example,shuts up the kingdom 
against others. (2) By active opposition—neither 
suffer ye them. The careless word, the thoughtless 
jest, the cold look, the irrever nt act, the ungodly 
counsel,—how many ways there are by which men 
now-a-days keep their fellows from entering hea- 
ven!—And how many who bear God’s name push 
back the poor, the lowly, the stranger and the 
children from entering to go in, by practically bar- 
ring churches and Sunday-schools against God’s 
poor.—Lord, Lord, deliver me from this blood- 





*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District Court of the United States for the 

tern District of Pennsylvania. 





guiltiness! Teach my hands to open, not to shut, 
this door !—Teacher! failing to hold up Christ to 
your scholars is shutting up the kingdom against 
them, for Jesus says, “I am The Door.’—Yet no 
truly earnest, penitent and anxious soul need keep 
back from venturing, because of wicked or faith- 
less men; for, to the believer, Jesus is always “‘He 
that openeth and no man shutteth.” 

14. Ye devour widows’ houses—By fraud in admi- 
nistration of estates; or by so working upon their 
superstitious fears, and their religious confidence, 
as to obtain legacies from dying men of property 
which should have gone to the needy widow. This 
was the more hideous because(1) done against those 
who were peculiarly helpless, and (2) done in the 
name of religion, or rather under its guise—for a 
pretence making long prayer. The Pharisees used a 
liturgy in public service, and would continue three 
hours in repetition of their formulas, 


15. Ye compass sea and land—Go round the world. 
The Jews had great zeal in pr:selyting. Proselytes 
—There were two classes ; (1.) Proselytes of righteous- 
ness, who were circumcised, admitted to the privi- 
leges of the commonwealth of Israel, and under- 
took and were held bound to obey not only the mo- 
ral, but the ceremonial law. (2.) Proselytes of the 
gate, who renounced idols, acknowledged Jehovah, 
worshipped in the synagogues and had sacrifices 
offered in the Temple. The first class are here re- 
ferred to. Make them two-fold more—Sin tends to 
multiply itself. When men make perverts to their 
erroneous views, the result is not a sum simply, but 
a product. Child of hell—In sympathy, in likeness, 
in temporal and eternal belongings. ‘‘The prose- 
lytes were many cf them so bad that they were 
called the seabs of Israel. They brought with them 
their heathen vices and notions, and in order to 
display the sincerity of their conversion, outdid 
the Pharisees in acts of bigotry and superstition.” 
—Owen. 

16,17. Blind guides—See Matthew 15, 14. ‘Lord, 
open Thou mineeyes!’’ This straining after tri- 
fling distinctions always disqualifies one to bea 
teacher. The gold of the temple—The gold offered to 
the Temple Treasury. Debtor—Bound to fulfill his 
oath. Whether is greater—The Pharisees’ teaching 
was designed to encourage offerings from the peo- 
ple, and to screerz themselves from any suspicion of 
tampering with the gifts. Yet itsprung naturally 
from their real feelings, in which reverence for the 
gold far exceeded reverence for the temple. Sanc- 
tifieth—Sanctified wealth is that which is conse- 
crated to God. 


18,19. It is nothing—Not binding to keep; not 
involving guilt to break. Guilty—The same word 
as a debtor, verse 16. The altar that sanctifieth the 
gift—It is so with our hearts, so with every gift laid 
upon the altar. 

20-24, Whososhall swear—The nature and obliga- 
tion of an oath are here shown. It is a solemn 
calling upon God to witness the truth of the state- 
ment made. Whatever may be the outward form 
of an oath, he who honestly takes it, must take it 
as in the presence of God. ‘The Pharisees were 
‘fools and blind,’ not to know and see that no in- 
animate thing can witness an oath, but that all these 
things are called in to do so because of the sanctity 
belonging to them, of which God is the primary 
source,’’—Alford. In these verses our Lord goes a 
step further toward the true source of all holiness, 
and reaches the Holy One Himself; as the temple 
sanctified the gold, and the altar the gift, so both 
temple and altar themselves are made holy by the 
indweliing presence of God! And they are only 
holy as God is traly therein, and where God is, 
even though upon the bare mountain-side, there 
is ‘holy ground.” And he completely shuts up the 
kingdom, who shuts God outof Hisown temple 
and ordinances, 


ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


[4a~ Designed,in chief, to aid teachers in study- 
ing the Lesson, and for use in teachers’ meetings. ] 


Verse 13. Upon whom had Jesus pronounced his 
blessings?—Matthew 5: 1-1l. What fact gives pe- 


euliar bitterness to the woes of the gospel? What 
is ahypocrite? Upon whom does the. hypocrite 
build his spiritual foundation? On whom the true 
believer? What was the ground on which these 
woes were pronounced? Who had opened the door 





of the kingdom? In what ways had the Pharisees 
shutup the kingdom? What is the effect of the 
example of those who are out of Christ and of the 
church, upon others? Does this involve guilt and 
woe? Are you thus guilty? What are some of the 
means by which the impenitent oppose the enter- 
ing of men into the church? Are men responsible 
for being thus kept from Christ? Can any power 
keep back the truly penitent? Who is the Door of 
the kingdom?...... 24. What methods did the 
Pharisees take to get possession of widows’ estates? 
What added to the guilt of this? ....... 15. De- 
scribe the two classes of proselytes. Which class is 
here referred to? What is the usual tendency ef 
proselytes as to their new views? How does this 
add to the guilt and responsibility of those who 
hold and spread error? What is it to be a child of 
hell? .... 26,17. What gold is referred to? Mean- 
ing of debtor? What purpose had the Pharisees in 
encouraging such views?..... 28, 19. By what 
alone are our charities and all religious gifts made 
sacred? .....20-24. Whatisanoath? Wherein 
consists its sacredness? What is it that makes the 
temple of God itself to be holy ground? Howdo 
men shut up the kingdom of God, by giving undue 
sanctity to the externals of his worship and service? 


ANALYSIS. 


Hew Men Shut Up Christ's Kingdom 
Against their Fellows. 


1. By themselves refusing to enter..... 2. By 
hindering or actually opposing the entrance of 
others. .... 3. By acts of fraud and oppression in 
private, aggravated by austere and pretentious 
public piety. ..... 4. By officious, indelicate and 
sectarian proselyting; striving to bring men to 
some particular sect, rather than to the one com- 
mon Saviour; more anxious and zealous to stamp 
a soul with the impress of a denomination, than 
with the image of the Divine Head of the Church. 
....5. By exalting the material helps to God’s 
service to a sanctity due to God alone..... 6. By 
making many and fine distinctions as tothe falfill- 
ment of oaths, vows, and religious obligations, thus 
sapping the foundations of truth and godly reve- 
rence, and civil order, and legal justice. Thus the 
Church, the Bride of Christ, is clad in unsightly 
rags, and men turn from her in disgust, 





DIRECTORY. 
(To be memorized.) 


GOLDEN TEXT: ‘Come!—and let him that 
heareth say: Come !’’—Revelation 22: 17. 


THEMES: For Thought—The responsibility and 
guilt of those who have the Gospel, for the spiritual 
loss of their fellows. 

For Prayer.—“ Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 
O God !’’—Ps. 51: 14, 


For Life.—Genesis 4: 9,10,11. ‘And the Lord said 
unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he 
said, I knownot, am I my brother’s keeper? And 
HE said, What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto ME from the ground. 
And now art thou cursed !’’ 


to << 





MONTHLY CONCERTS.—The Congrega- 
tionalist speaks a timely word at this sea- 
son, when concert and anniversary exer- 
cises are particularly numerous: Too often 
is it made an exhibition of the precocity of 
infants in order to pamper the curiosity of 
an audience, and more harm may be occa- 
sioned by the awakening of vanity, jeal- 
ousy, and ambition, than can be offset in a 
whole month of Sundays. Save the con- 
cert from being made an engine of evil. 
Rightly managed, it is a powerful auxiliary 
to the cause. 

Sr. AUGUSTINE calls affliction ‘‘ God’s 
flail to thresh off our husks.’’ 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL INSTITUTE 


OF THE 


New York Baptist Sunday-School Unien. 


(For the following account we are indebted al- 
most wholly to the columns of the New York Daily 
Tribune. Our readers will agree with us that itisa 
succinct and good report. We congratulate the 
Tribune on its giving so much space to the 
occasion. It is good policy, as well as good 
principle, for our secular press to keep its readers 
posted in religious news. We wonder they do it 
not more frequently and fully.] 


First-DAay EVENING. 


The Second Annual Teachers’ Institute of the 
Baptist Sunday-School Union,of New York city, 
began its sessions in Calvary church, on Tues- 
day evening, November 23d. A very large 
attendance was present. An introductory ad- 
dress was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
D. Anderson, who congratulated his fellow- 
workers on the success of the Institute, as a 
means of Sunday-school power and growth 
among their teachers, and urged to increasing 
faith and labor in the future. 


Sowing and Reaping. 


The Rev. C. D. W. Bridgman, of Albany, 
preached a sermon on the text, “They that sow 


_ in tears shall reapin joy.’”’ This grand promise 


of the Father is always before the Sunday- 
school worker. We sow in hope. The harvest 
is sure. Tears first. Joy afterward. The 
toil of the husbandman is the first act of obe- 
dience. This obedience is not futile. It brings 
its reward. God has made the toil necessary. 
All must obey this law or die. He puts daily 
labor between every man and his sustenance. 
Again, all husbandry must be of faith. It is 
not only toil and suffering, but believing. 
Without faith there can be no harvest. The 
seed sown in the human heart is the suste- 
nance of human life. If any oné would bea 
successful teacher, he must welcome a larger 
suffering and exercise a fuller faith. All seed 
issown in sorrow. All seed must be sown 
also in faith, in hope. God, in planting for us, 
gave his Son, who gave his blood and tears for 
the world. In all spiritual labor there are 
depths in the human heart that cannot be 
reached without this same experience in sow- 
ing. The seed is indestructible. Years may 
pass, but it will come up. Nothing can be 
lost. The wheat grains reaped on the Nile 
3,000 years ago were not hid in vain. They 
spring forth to-day in luxuriant, joyous beauty 
in our gardens. Teacher, the seed-sowing has 
been. The reaping shall be. If you have sown 
in tears and faith, you shall reap injoy. 


Bible Characters. 


The Rev. Mr. Hanna, of Williamsburgh, 
spoke on the ‘f Manhood and Womanhood of 
the Bible.’’ He said that when a man reads 
Shakspeare he says, ‘‘ How like the truth,” 
but when he reads the Bible, he exclaims, in» 
stinctively, ‘‘This 7s the truth.’’ In training 
the young for Christ in the Sunday-school, 
where can one find better models of manhood 
and womanhood than in the Holy Scriptures? 


SEconD DAY—AFTERNOON, 


The second day’s session began at 2} o’clock 
P.M. After prayer and the usual introduc- 
tory exercises, C. B. Stout, of New Brunswick, 
spoke on 


‘“‘Sunday-School Appliances, 


and How to Use Them.” He said, in sub- 
stance, that to conduct a Sunday-school suc- 
cessfully it is necessary to have a good Secre- 
tary and Superintendent. The library is of 
great importance, and the time is rapidly ap- 
proaching when serious words are to be said 
on this subject. Usually all the lessons given 
to the Sunday-school pupils are too long and 
too hard. The style of teaching employed in 
the lecture-room will never do for children. 
Theology may do for the pulpit, but it will 
never be productive of much good in the Sab- 
bath-schoo]. Pains should be taken to get the 
best of books, They should be well boundand 





printed, and of the latest editions in the ‘‘ P 
ragraph”’ and Polyglot Bibles, Webster’s Una- 
bridged Dictionaries, with Concordances, and 
other books of reference. Blackboards and 
good clean maps should be provided. When 
we begin to teach, we want to know what we 
are to do, and just how todo it. The old croak- 
ers who make their regular tour among the 
Sunday-schools, have not the first idea of the 
way a school should be conducted. It is work 
—real mission work, and it requires those well 
drilled in the business to be successful. In 
closing aschool, if there is an elephant in the 
way, boil him down until he is no larger than 
agrasshopper. Do not stop for anybody. If 
a hyena walks into the room, keep right on 
and pay no attention to him. 


Sunday-School Music. 


William F, Sherwin: Among the appliances 
needed is a good piano. The melodeon is usu- 
ally weak or inefficient. The reed organ is 
better if the tone of the instrument be loud 
and shrill, so that it can be heard in all parts of 
the room. Aninstrument having a heavy bass 
should be selected in preference, because most 
people sing only the air. A piano has a sortof 
percussion touch, and gives time and pitch 
without covering up the deficiencies of the 
singing. 


Books for Children, 


The Rev. Dr. Lemuel Moss, of Philadelphia: 
It is common for people to ridicule Sunday- 
school literature. Beecher, in giving a recipe 
for making coffee, says: Go to all of the good 
hotels and learn how they make their coffee, 
then make yours some other way! [Laughter.] 
So I might say, go to the Sunday-school libra- 
ries and see what books they contain, and then 
getsomething different! Great improvements 
have been made in Sunday-school literature 
during the past twenty years. Most Sunday- 
school books are too limited in their range of 
thoughtand teaching. Theyshould have more 
about the great truth contained in nature. 
Everything that God has made is worthy of 
study. 


Temperance. 


The Rev. J. D. Fulton, pastor of the Tremont 
Temple church, Boston: I always insist on 
speaking on this subject because everybody 
neglects it. Tobacco is as badas rum; but [ 
do not claim that there are no good church 
members among those who chew and drink. 
Eight years ago I thought I could preach better 
after a good smoke, but I found that I was 
more successful after I quit. I believe tem- 
perance to beanadded force. Thespeaker had 
found four ladies in an eating-saloon drinking 
beer, the day before, in New York, and it was 
not long since he saw nine women drinking 
ale or wine in a Broadway eating-house. Only 
about two out of 25 ministers were perfectly 
temperate. He had found, in a congregation 
of 700 members, only 50 persons who were 
willing tosign the pledge. He continued with 
allusions to the personal habits of men of note 
on this question. A discussion followed, in 
which the sentiment was expressed that the 
temperance question should be brought before 
the Sunday-school and the church more fre- 
quently and earnestly. - 


EVENING SESSION. 


The church was nearly filled, and a large 
proportion of the congregation were ladies. 
After a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Yeaman, the 
subject, 


Individuality, 


was taken up by the Rev. D. J. Yerkes, of 
Plainfield, N. J. He said: No two faces are 
alike. This characteristic belongs to the mind 
of man, and it gives him individuality. No 
teacher is alike in mental character or in his 
emotions. His life lies in this individuality. 
Of course he should have the ordinary qualifi- 
cations beside, but individuality is of the most 
importance. Menare most powerful when they 
are most true to themselves. Take away in- 
dividuality from Beecher, Spurgeon, or Gough, 
and there is little left. They who imitate 
others are almost always weak. A man is 
powerful in proportion to the development of 
himself. Some teachers are successful teach- 
ers of younger pupils, but not with older ones. 
Some have the faculty of illustration and 





analysis, while others are dogmatical and bar- 
ren of illustration. Some make a wonderful use 
of the blackboard, and some might as well 
burn it. Fora teacher to be successful, you 
must educate him along the line of his indivi- 
duality. The system accords with the views 
of our most modern educators. Many a man 
has been forever ruined by having his aspira- 
tions checked by some one who did not under- 
stand his nature. Individuality should be 
trained—not suppressed. The growth of Sun- 


day-schoolsis not best promoted by following: 


established rules, 


How to Teach. 


The Rev. Dr. Banvard, of Paterson, N.J.: 
The first quality is information. There is much 
that is called teaching, but it imparts no in- 
struction. Many persons imagine that because 
they are good talkers they are good teachers. 
We must not mistake sound for ideas. Sosoon 
as pupils find that they know as much as the 
teacher, they will cease attending school. 
The teacher should not attempt to impart too 
much. He should prize simplicity, and al- 
ways keep close to the subject. He should 
study the mental peculiarities of his class, and 
he should adapt his remarks to their under- 
standing. He should draw out their opinions, 
and correct them if uecessary. The pupil 
should understand that he will be expected to 
share in the discussion. In this way much 
will be gained. Both pupiland teacher should 
be acquainted with the order of the books of 
the Bible, and not be like the judge who said 
that he admired that part of the Bible where it 
says, ‘‘Be sure you are right and then go 
ahead!’ [Laughter.] 


The Art of Questioning. 


The Rev. A. J. F. Behrends, of Yonkers, N. 
Y.: Art is the child of inspiration. The true ar- 
tist is nota copyist. Heis born, not made. True 
questions are not made to order, they grow out 
of the inspiration of the subject. The soul of 
the child is as mysterious a volume as the 
Bible. Theologians can be made in the lecture- 
room, but true preachers are the products of 
inspiration. Sympathy is one of the great in- 
centives to thought, The study of the soul is 
of greater importance than the study of lessons 


in books. A child should be taught to 
refiey. Dogmatical teaching argues supe- 
-riority. Art is born of enthusiasm, and the 


man who has the broadest heart is the best 
artist. 


The Rev. W. H. Felix concluded by an ad- 
dress on ‘‘ The Shepherd of the Class.” 


THIRD DAay—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


After the opening exercises, in which “‘Work, 
for the Night is coming”’ was sung, E. R. Olin, 
of New York, spoke upon the topic. 


Gathering and Retaining. 


He believed that every Sabbath-school 
should have a Committee to keep a faithful 
account of every child belonging to the school, 
whether itis a regular attendant or not. The 
teacher should visit his scholars. His work is 
not done when the lesson is recited. The 
parents’ acquaintance must be sought. They 
must be invited to visit the school. Good or- 
der should obtain in the Sabbath-school. 
There is no reason why it should not be con- 
ducted as well as the day schools. Love, one 
session a day, preparation, a beautiful school 
room, and music, were separately named as 
influential agents in retaining and doing good 
to the children. 


Rewards and Prizes. 


The Hon. G. H. Andrews: Some system of 
reward or merit is used in most schools. It is 
a right principle, but must be guardedly exer- 
cised. A smile, or a word of commendation is 
a precious reward to most children for a well 
committed lesson. Itsinks deep into the heart. 
But working for some sorts of prizes often 
overtaxes the memory and injures the brain. 
Sometimes it is well to reward a whole school 
collectively. Sometimes special classes and 
scholars for special reasons. Discretion is the 
law. None other can be established. 


Training in Active Benevolence. 


John H. Deane: “It is more blessed to give 
(Continued on page 585.) 
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Lesson No. 51, to be taught Sunday, 
December 19th, may be found in Matthew 
23: 25-28. Subject: Outwardly Righteous. 
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ENLARGEMENT! 


IMPROVEMENT! 

N and after January 1, 1870, The Sun- 

day-School Times will be enlarged from 
twelve to sixteen pages. No increase will 
be made in the subscription price. This 
will be done in order that our readers may 
be supplied with all that we can possibly 
afford to give, of the most valuable mate- 
rial, carefully gleaned from the wide field 
which it is our province to occupy. We 
need not, in these columns, enter into a dis- 
cussion of the importance of the Sabbath- 
school work, for that is already known, 
and s‘iould be felt by every reader of this 
Journa!. It isour pleasure and privilege to 
help forward every earnest Sunday-school 
laborer, b, putting him in possession of the 
informatio.: that will stimulate him to va- 
liant work .or the Master, and encourage 
his heart at every step of the way. Our 
record is afrealy widely known. Eleven 
years of unab ited effort, with the con- 
tinual blessing ot Almighty God, has placed 
The Sunday-School Times in the front rank 
of current Sabbath-school literature. 832 
pages, of the size now before the reader, will 
be included in volume fwelve for 1870, fur- 
nished to any one at one dollar and /ifty 
cents a year, in advance. 

In addition to this increase in size, the 
paper will be cut and stitched, so as to open 
as freely as any other periodical. 

em ee 

STILL ANOTHER JOURNAL.—We learn 
that, in addition to the paper for Baptist 
Sunday-school teachers, which the National 
Convention lately in session at St. Louis 
resolved to establish, the same city is about 
to give to the cause*another journal. It is 
to be undenominational and published 
monthly, by J.W. McIntyre. The title fixed 
upon is ‘*‘ Zhe American Sunday-School 
Workman.” 

Whatever views we may have as to 
the necessity or expediency of multiplying 
Sunday-school teachers’ journals, we shall 
still extend a welcoming hand toall earnest 
efforts to increase the power and extend the 


blessings of Sunday-school influences and 
agencies in our land. 





The Two Sermons. 


S our Lord began his public ministry, 

so he closed it, with a formal, extended 
The first of these is 
familiarly known as the Sermon on the 
Mount. The other has received nosuch 
familiar designation, but it stands out with 


discourse, or sermon. 


equal prominence in the gospel narrative, 
being contained in the twenty-third chap- 
ter of Matthew. It isthe discourse in which 
Jesus summed up his full and final judg- 
ment of the religious leaders of his country- 
men. We have had occasion once before to 
remark upon the two-fold character of 
Christ, as being in one aspect all that is 
mild and gentle, in another all that is most 
dreadful in judicial severity. The dis- 
courses now referred to bring out these two 
features of his character in striking contrast 
and at the same time in equally striking 
correlation. 


The Sermon on the Mount is remarkable, 
not only for the wonderful revelation of 
universal truths which underlie its con- 
crete, special teachings, but for that spirit 
of graciousness which pervades its whole 
structure and essence. It is felt to be the 
appropriate introduction to a system which 
is, like its author, full of grace and truth. 
It breathes of meekness, humility, peace, 
and love. That other discourse, on the con- 
trary, is the language ofa stern, inexorable 
censor, breathing out only rebuke, condem- 
nation, and woe. Our Lord had met the 
Scribes and Pharisees from point to point, 
during the three years of his ministry, ex- 
posing their sophistries and their malice, 
first on one subject and then on another; 
but now, as if by way of uttering in one 
connected array a full and sweepizg con- 
demnation of their whole system and spirit, 
he arraigns and judges them in presence of 
the people in this memorable, and in some 
respects awful discourse. 

As the first discourse opens with a suc- 
cession of Beatitudes, so the second opens 
with a succession of Woes. The Beatitudes 
are eight in number, followed by a ninth, 
which isa sortofsummary of the preceding. 
So the Woes are eight. But here the paral- 
lel ends. 
Saviour, in view of the impending calami- 
ties, breaks out into that piteous lamenta- 
tion over the doomed city and people. 


Instead of a ninth woe, our 


In this remarkable parallelism between 
these two discourses, we may even find 
points of analogy in the subject matter of 


the several woes and blessings. The woe 


upon those who devour widows’ houses,— 
who, under a pretext of pious uses, inveigle 
weak-minded people out of their money, 





and so make a gain of godliness,—brings 
with it, almost in its very terms, a reminder 
of the blessing pronounced upon those who 
are poor in spirit. The woe upon those who 
compass sea and land to make one prose- 
lyte,—those religious zealots who scruple 
not at violence, persecution, and blood even, 
in their ambition to secure converts,—sets. 
one to thinking by contrast of the meek 
who shall inherit the earth. The woe upon 
those who not only do not enter the king- 
dom themselves, but who shut the door 
against those that are entering,—whose 
haughty arrogance not only keeps them 
from admitting the claims‘of Christ, but 
leads them to disparage him in the eyes of 
the people,— shows a contrast to the spirit: 
and temper of those who mourn for sin and’ 
are comforted. The woe upon those who 
quibble about the difference between the 
temple and the gold of the temple, the altar 
and the gift which is upon it,—those subtle 
casuists who by jesuitical distinctions per- 
vert the eternal principles of truth and 
right,—reminds us by contrast of those who 
in all-singleness of purpose hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. The woe upon 
those who tithe mint, anise, and cummin, 
and omit the weightier matters, judgment, 
mercy, and faith,—who are scrupulously 
exact in the performance of minor and non- 
essential religious duties, while in temper 
and spirit they are towards others harsh, 


eruel, and faithless,—almost forces us to- 


think of the blessing pronounced upon the 
merciful. The cleansing of the outside of 


the cup and platter, while within are all 


sorts of uncleanness and excess, recalls that: 
purity of heart on which the early benedic- 
tion fell. The blessing upon those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake brings to 
mind the curse upon those who were perse- 


cutors of Christ and his disciples. 
It seems impossible, indeed, not to notice 


the curious, almost startling correlation be- 
tween this Ebal and Gerizim of the New 
Testament,—this mount of cursing and 
mount of blessing—this sermon of woes and 
sermon of beatitudes—the stern, judicial cha- 
racter of our Lord’s last public discourse, and 
the mild and gracious character of that with 
which his public ministry opened. These 
two aspects of his character come occasion- 
ally into view all through the gospel record, 
but no where do they stand out in such bold 
relief as in these two contrasted discourses. 
The contemplation of them in this connect- 
ed form helps us to understand better some: 
of those isolated passages. in which only 
one side of his character is brought into 
view. He isa lamb,—the most inoffensive 
and helpless of all animals; he is a lion,— 
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the king of beasts, whose roar sends terror 
into the hearts of his enemies; he is the 
Saviour,— full of gentleness and compassion, 
who will not break the bruised reed, or 
quench the smoking flax,—one to whom 
children’s hearts go out with instinctive 
and unhesitating confidence; he is the 
Judge of quick and dead. He redeems 
from the curse of the law all those who put 
their trust in him; he executes the law on 
those who trust him not. ; 

It is shocking to witness‘the’ flippant fa- 
miliarity with which some professedly 
pious people address the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The best corrective of this tendency is to 
study his character in all the rounded full- 
ness of its many-sided perfection. One who’ 


‘has attained this completed view cannot 


fail, on the one hand to approach him with 
affectionate, child-like tenderness, while on 
the other he will ever look up with devout 


and reverential awe. 
or eo 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Your Old Library. 
bays have just supplied yourself with a 


new library of beautiful books, to the 
delight of your Sabbath-school, and now 


‘will you permit me to ask, what have you 


done with your old books? 

Are they packed away in a box in some 
out-of-the-way corner, to gather damp and 
mildew, until at last they must be turned 
over to the ragman, or made into a bonfire? 
I haveseensuch thingsdone. Nowthereare 
destitute Sunday-schools whose great want 
is library books. Your cast-aside volumes 
would be a boon indeed to them. A west- 
ern school received such a gift. One day a 
youth came in and took his seat near the 
door. One of these Sunday-school books 
was given him, which deeply interested 
him. He cameagain and again, the library 
being one grand attraction. Now he is la- 
boring as a colporteur of religious books all 
through that region, scattering good seed 
broadcast. The angel reapers only will 
know how glorious the harvest will be. If 
there had been no library book to give the 
young man, he would quite likely not have 
come again. to the school. 

If you propose to give away your old 
books, let some competent person, who de- 
lights in good works, carefully look them 
all over. Any book with part of its con- 
tents gone had better be thrown aside. It 
has served itsday. Children resent getting 
such a book out ofa library. It is a griev- 
ous disappointment to get to the last half- 
dozen leaves of a story and find them miss- 
ing. I have never seen ascholar yet who 
would take out a book with a few of the first 
leaves gone, if he knew it. 

If some one will go through the books 
with a cup of paste at hand, and put them 
in the best possible order, you will double 
the value of your gift. 

Do not let some penurious fogy induce 
you to pack and hoard the old books for the 





benefit of the infant-classes coming on! Old 
books get musty and unattractive. The 
infant-classes won’t have them when they 
come on. They will want fresh, new, 
bright books, like the rest. If the book is 
a standard and worth giving to them, it is 
worth giving them in new copy. To have 
live books hoarded away in the dark is too 
much like keeping idle pennies hoarded 
away in uselessness. They might be mov- 
ing about, buying bread and clothing for 
the needy. How much good a single dollar 
does, that is kept moving the whole year 
through! 

It does. your school good to know their 
books are doing good to others. Every 
thing that enlists them in schemes of prac- 
tical benevolence is a valuable lesson to 
them. No matter though it seems a trifle, 
it helps to form the character in a right 
mould. They will feel a warmth of inte- 
rest in a school they have thus helped, and 
if in addition, you give them the opportu- 
nity of contributing their pennies to pur- 
chase papers for the children of it, you will 
have conferred a double benefit on both 
parties. The more objects of this kind you 
interest your school in the better for them. 
You need never fear they will ‘‘ give them- 
selves poor.’? I have heard such a thing 
talked of, but I have never seen the reality 
yet. I have seen the reverse, however— 
people in very humble life, who literally 
gave themselves rich, or what, in compari- 
son to their former lot, was riches. I be- 
lieve in the literal fulfillment of the pro- 
mise, ‘‘Give and it shall be given unto 
you.’’ So I have never been afraid myself 
to trust the Lord with anything I had to 
spare at the time, no matter if it might 
come useful afterwards, and I have never 
once been disappointed in the fulfillment. 
I have never been afraid to urge others to 
give to the Lord to the very limit of their 
ability, as I know I was helping to lay the 
foundation of lasting, temporal prosperity, 
and that was the smallest advantage they 
would reap from it. A TEACHER. 


$< o <> + 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE FRIENDS’ 
National First-day School Convention. 


HE fifth biennial conference of Friends, to 
consider the interests and claims of First- 

day schools in the United States, was a precious 
and memorable occasion. The body assembled 
in the Twelfth-street Meeting-house, Phila- 
delphia, on the afternoon of November (11th 
month) 17th, where nine full, earnest, and so- 
lemn sessions were held. The delegates in 
attendance represented all the Yearly Meetings 
in America, excepting Canada, an unusually 
large per centage (226 out of 284) of those ap- 
pointed making it their duty and privilege to 
be present. East, West, North and South met 
in sweet, peaceful council, very many of both 
sexes exercising their gift in vocal prayer, ad- 
dress, testimony and relation of experience. 
Some of the prominent members of the Society, 
of whom we have long heard in general Sun- 
day-school labors, were here earnestly plead- 
ing the cause of the children among their own 
people, and were evidently recognized as be- 
loved in Christian work ana fellowship. Each 
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sitting of the Conference was opened by read- 
ing a portion of the Scriptures, followed by a 
solemn, devotional silence, more or less briefs 
which was broken by the voice of prayer and 
exhortation as the Holy Spirit gave utterance. 
Joel Bean, of Iowa, presided at the opening 
and until the permanent organization was ef- 
fected by the election of Henry T. Wood, of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, as President, 
Wm. G. Rhoads, of Philadelphia, and W. Sid- 
ney Tomlinson, of North Carolina, were made 
Secretaries. 

An hour preceding the regular opening of 
each session was given to the special conside- 
ration of Infant-class, Bible-class, Object and 
Blackboard teaching, with practice and other 
exercises. Superintendents’ duties and teach- 
ers’ meetings were also thus considered. At 
the regular sessions the more general ques- 
tions of mission-work, aims of First-day 
schools, the position, duties, opportunities 
and facilities of Friends, for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of such schools, work 
among the poor and lowly, among the Freed- 
men, among the Indians, &c., were considered, 
and opportunity given through all the sessions 
for general utterance of view, and general con- 
fession, exhortation, and testimony, as the 
heart seemed to be prompted by the Holy 
Spirit. We cannot give a worthier or more 
adequate general view of the whol? occasion, 
than to quote almost literally the minutes of 
the proceedings, which have been courteously 
submitted to us by the Secretary, for guidance 
in the preparation of this account. Although 
written for the immediate use of the Confe- 
rence, without special revision, they yet seem 
to us to be so admirable, and to give such a 
succinct statement of the leading views of 
Friends on the subjects introduced, that we 
follow with them to the conclusion of our ac- 
count. For separate essays, addresses and re- 
marks, the readers of TheSunday-School Times 
may look to future issues of our paper. 

After an opening sentence the piperetary’s 
minutes proceed : 


“The Aim and Object 


of First-day School Teaching.’’ Before giving 
a direct answer to this question, several speak- 
ers impressed upon the Conference the impor- 
tance of having a distinct, definite, comprehen- 
sive aim, and that it should be a high one, em- 
bracing in its perfect realization a complete 
work. All were united in the view that the 
bringing of unconverted souls to Christ, and 
then building them up in the most holy faith 
was that aim and object. When converted: 
they are yet babes in Christ, and require the 
sincere milk of the Word, that they may grow 
thereby. Testimony given from the extreme 
East and West of our country, shows that this 
growing, this building up, has strengthened 
the church, and even opened meeéting- houses 
that had been closed. While the geographical, 
biographical and historical portions of Scrip- 
ture should be carefully studied and taught, it’ 
should not be for such knowledge in itself, but 
because of its relation to the one great central 
truth of Christ’s atonement, toward which we 
see all the streams of knowledge flowing; and 
such information is chietly useful for building 
up. The first work for the teacher is to point the 
scholar to Christ, and this can be best done in 
early youth, as was shown from the Scripture, 
and from the history of numerous conversions. 
The qualification necessary in the teacher to 
reach these aims and objeets was alluded to. 
While we cannot impart to others what we 
have not received ourselves, experience has 
shown that teachers and scholars may receive 
the light together while studying the Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make wise unto salva- 
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


Teachers’ Meetings. 


A part of the time on 4th-day eve was devo- 
ted to considering the necessity for, and right 





584 


THE SUNDAY-SCH 














conduct of, Teachers’ Meetings, also the early 
part of the 5th-day morning session. Such 
meetings are necessary, because they enable 
the superintendent and the teachers to know 
what is taught in the school, and so check any 
hurtful instruction; because in Christian 
union there is strength, and in this the great 
aim of the meeting is reached; and because 
experience demands them, Not the learning 
of the lesson so much as learning how to 
teach it, is the design of such meetings. In the 
“right conduct’ of the teachers’ meeting, it was 
urged that they should be held only in the 
presence and fear of God; that they be meet- 
ings of prayer for the school; that they be so- 
cial and informal, that in free conversation the 
superintendent may learn, and the teachers 
inform, of the progress and needs of the seve- 
ral classes and scholars in those classes; that 
thus the central thought of the lesson and 
suitable illustration to convey it, be so brought 
forward that each member may have the benefit 
of the others’ previous thought and prepara- 
tion. The value of these meetings depends 
much upon a full attendance; a living, earnest 
interest on the part of teachers can alone ac- 
complish this, 


Mission-Schools. 


‘* How Best to Inaugurate and Sustain Mis- 
sion-Schools,”’ next claimed attention. Popu- 
lar feeling, reflected in the public press, 
shows the progress of the mission-work. It is 
appointed by our Saviour, it is accomplished 
only in his strength who said, ‘‘ Come and fol- 
low me,’’ and also, “Go, work.’’ Guerilla war- 
fare will not do it; individual effort is weak ; 
the work needs the recognition of the church. 
When great results are produced in nature, 
natural forces are concentrated until the ap- 
pointed time, when they burst from their re- 
servoirs and accomplish the end whereunto 
he sent them. Sin and iniquity marshal their 
forces, but in the church is the reservoir of 
spiritual life; it is welling up, ready tooverflow; 
it will and must burst torth to accomplish its 
work. There must be progress or death. There 
is a necessity to rouse the church to life. There 
never should have been, but God is near us,— 
his life is in us, and wemust work. Be not 
more anxious for the ninety and nine than for 
the one poor lost sheep. 

We are too much afraid of the end and re- 
sults of our religion. Heathen nations put us 
to shame by their sincerity. Itseems as though 
shame was the effect of Christian freedom. The 
responsibility for this is in the church, more 
than in imdividual workers. The counte- 
nance of the church would add one hundred, 
yea, one thousand-fold to the influence of the 
work ; but alas, gusts of influence and feeling 
from across the water are binding the chains 
and fetters of HUMAN domination. Rome and 
infidelity, Rome and worldly power, we feel 
it here. The church must not disregard this, 
but, as in times of ritualism, ecclesiastical do- 
mination and form, God gave to George Fox 
the knowledge of the living Spirit, so we want 
the same message now, the direct and percep- 
tible influence of the Spirit of God in man. 
Saul’s armor will avail nothing, There is but 
one Source and Fountain: the blood of Jesus, 
freely flowing to us all. 

‘The heart of the fathers must be turned to 
the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest he come and smite the earth 
with a curse.”’ 

An encouraging account was now given of 
mission: work in London. The same influence 
is at work in our Society there which existed 
in George Fox’stime, and although our branch 
of the church does not officially acknowledge 
the work, the work is building up the meet- 
ings of Friends, and among 12,000 poor its in- 
fluence is directly felt. We must go with 
Christian simplicity and energy, taking a stone 
and sling, leaving Saul’s armor, and God will, 
and does, prepare his servants for all service. 

On 5th-day afternoon, after reading the 
Scriptures and offering of vocal prayer, the 
subject of 


Home-Mission Work. 


was taken up. A watch-word was suggested: 
Consecration, Confession, Work. It is ‘ifficult 
to enter into sympathy with the low and igno- 
rant. We must become familiar with their 
trials and their needs; visit them in their own 
homes; endeavor to open the heart to all 
classes,—the wife of the unconverted laborer, 
the laborer himself, and his children. Friends 
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have the confidence of this class, and are pecu- 
liarly fitted for the work. This confidence has 
been created by consistent example. The 
speaker here pleaded for the importance of the 
effect of vocal prayer before these people, and 
thought if we were earnest workers we would 
be so engaged. We go too much for golden 
images to the graves of our forefathers. We 
ought to go to the Mine. We should there re- 
ceive our principles, which would never fail 
us, even if our own theories should fail and 
be scattered to the winds. After describing 
the progress of a mission-school, the need of 
gathering the objects of mission-labor into re- 
ligious organization was insisted upon. The 
views of the Society are sound and compre- 
hensive, broad enough to include all classes. 
If our branch of the church does not recognize 
this, we must, in faith, still move on to its ac- 
complishment, being careful to recognize the 
different mental and social condition of the 
class for whoin we labor, in order to do them 
the most good. It should be cause of thank- 
fulness that God permits us to labor, in thus 
bringing into religious fellowship those whom 
we may be instrumental in rousing from the 
degradation of ignorance and infidelity. Ac- 
count was given of such mectings in Ireland 
and England. The poor ye have always 
with you, and when ye will, ye may do them 
good. Our Society recognizes the gifts of all 
its members, and that every true member has 
a gift and ought to exercise it. This would be 
universal among us were our Society properly 
constituted. We associate that each may be 
warmed up to the use of his gift in teaching 
every creature. Home-mission is to our chil- 
dren, to our relatives, our friends, our business 
associates, and to our neighbor. 

An account was given of a successful mis- 
sion-school in this city, conducted entirely on 
Friends’ principles. No book but the Bible— 
going to our Father, he gives us what to teach. 

The views of Friends are full enough to 
work by; there is ample provision for exer- 
cising every gift, is the testimony of an old 
worker in this field. We are too apt to look to 
see how our brothers have been separated from 
—whom? Ourselves. But look again; they 
are all united by the rays from the central 
Light. We must come to the feet of Jesus, 
give up our heart, receive his blessing, and do 
his work. We are nothing. Christisall. It 
was stated that in England this work among 
our own members was mostly done in board- 
ing schools, and tat it differed in this respect 
from our country. There was, however, like 
activity among the poorandlowly. Referring 
to Friends both in this country and in Eng- 
land, the speaker said there was something in 
our manner or way which did not attract the 
masses; but it is an accident, not an essential, 
as the result of mission-work in many places 
shows. ; 

Tongue cannot express the joy ofasoul in 
its first love, nor in the continued working of 
that love. Then are we most efficient in ob- 
taining souls for Christ, when the recollection 
of our first love wells up in our soul asa living 
stream; and our thoughts will be, we shall be 
saved even as they, not they even as us. Then 
follows taking them into our arms, welcoming 
them into our church, and we prosper together. 
Forsake not your first love. Even as earthen 
vessels we are instruments in the Lord’s hands 
to bring souls to Christ. 

This record would fail to be a faithful one 
did it not bring to our remembrance the deep 
baptism of feeling which lay as a covering over 
the assembly, and the love of Christ which 
flowed from heart to heart and found expres- 
sion in earnest, vocal prayer. 


The Indians and Freedmen. 


On 5th-day evening, Christian work among 
the Indians, Freedmen, and others was taken 
up. The field of our work was declared to be 
the world. The Lord ofthe harvest will qualify 
and send forth laborers. The Indians have 
lost faith in the white man. The work among 
them must be introduced by inspiring them 
with confidence by example. This has been 
begun, and there is testimony to show that 
already good results are apparent. The feel- 
ing of the Conference is one of thankfulness 
that the work is the work of Christ, and that 
he hath permitted us to enter into it. 

Tgnorant as have been and arethe Freedmen 
of the South, they havea remarkably clear view 
and feeling of Christian truth, and are hunger- 
ing and thirsting after righteousness. Free- 
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dom has restored the sacredness of home, and 
opened a new life intellectually and politically, 
To meet this a response has been made from 
all parts of our country, and from across the 
water from 5,000 to 20,000 Bibles are bein 
monthly distributed through the South, an 
our brothers in England and Ireland have con- 
tributed ‘largely of money, books, and sympa- 
thy. Reference was made to the great effort 
among the Roman Catholics to proselyte the co- 
lored race, and the work which this fact seems 
to call upon us to perform. Also this tact con- 
cerning this lowly, humble, confiding people, 
that it is not the doctrine of, but the atone- 
ment; not Christianity, but Christ himself, of 
which they speak. 

_ Our Friend Stafford Allen, from Stoke New- 
ington, London, was present, deeply interested 
for and with us and the work we have met to 
promote, and bearing a message of love from 
his friends in England. Many Friends ex- 
pressed the universal feeling in the Confer- 
ence of Christian love and fellowship, and the 
clerks were directed to prepare a certificate 
expressive of the sentiments of the Conference, 
to be forwarded to him. 


The True Qualification. 


On 6th-day morning, after the Scripture 
reading, a pause ensued, in which prayers and 
exhortations were made. 

After some closing remarks upon the sub- 
ject of last eve, the true qualification for alt 
Christian work was taken up. There were 
many personal testimonies to the truth that 
the love of Christ constraineth, the Holy Spirit 
guides and teaches us. Christ has promised 
this; at the day of Pentecost it was received. 
It qualified Paul for his labors; the fathers in 
the church in all generations have witnessed 
to its reality and effect. In its manifestation 
it is varied as the circumstanees under which 
itis received. We must not look too far awa 
from us for it; it comes not as a whirlwind, 
but as a still small voice, secretly and gentl 
inclining our hearts with desires, which to fol- 
low is to be constrained by the love of Christ. 
An evidence of its reality is this: when we feel 
a love of souls, Nothing can beget this but the 
love of Christ. ‘‘There is, therefore, now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” Ho hath given us tongue and utter- 
ance, mouth and wisdom, It is not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord. ‘This is a day which the Lordshas made. 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
May our song begin on earth of ‘‘ Worthy is 
the Lamb,”’’ 

On Gth-day afternoon the meeting opened by 
the reading of the 3d chapter of the 1st Epistle 
of John. Report was read from Committee on 
Credentials, also the account of the Treasurer. 
Notice of a Conference to be heldin Dublin, in 
the 8th-month next, was read, and the Execu 
tive Committee requested to acknowledge the 
letter from the Secretary, Joseph S, Fry. 

A very interesting essay upon the ‘‘ Need in 
the Society of Friends for First-day Schools,”’ 
was read and referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee for publication in the proceedings of the 
Conterence. The need of such schools was 
shown by the experience of North Carolina, 
in which three-fourths of the persons received 
into membership during the last year, came 
through their influence. We want Ist-day 
schools, because they bring both old and young 
to the service of Christ, because they are the 
nursery of the church, because they are nor- 
mal schools, because they promote the spiri- 
tual life of the church, its great need. 

Leaving the minutes, we have only to notice 
the closing meeting on Saturday morning. It 
was very solemn, very precious. It seemed 
more like ‘fan old fashioned Methodist expe- 
rience meeting”? than any other to which we 
ean likenit. At least thirty or forty persons 
took some voc&l part in it. Here and there 
over the assembly, old and young, male and 
female would rise, and in subdued solemnity 
of voice and manner utter a short, sweet testi- 


mony for Jesus. One man, past the prime of 


life, rose and with trembling voice said that he 
had given his life to mercantile pursuits, but had 
forgotten the merchandise that was better than 
silver or gold. He had however been subdued 
and conquered by Almighty love. All nigh; 
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long he had wrestled in prayer, and had found 
peace in submitting his soul to Jesus. One, a 
woman in years, rose, and with faltering 
voice simply said, ‘‘ I have chosen him in the 
furnace of affliction’? and sat down. Thus 
hearts were melted and flowed together; and 
while First-day schools were not the special 
burden of all thoughts, a parting opportunity 
was enjoyed on the last day of the feast that 
will doubtless never be forgotten by those who 
were present. The morning session did not 
break up until qnarter-past one o’clock. The 
following ‘‘closing minute”’ was read: 

“The time has now come for this Conference 
to separate ; and we have to acknowledge that 
in its deliberations Christ has been in the 
midst, his love has constrained, his Holy 
Spirit has guided and taught us. We have 
felt that we are nothing, Christ is all. <A cov- 
ering of thankfulness has from time to time 
spread over us that our Saviour has promised to 
dwell with thus, taking all our care and trou- 
ble upon himself, and filling our hearts with 
the joy of his presence. In this spirit we de- 
sire to go to our various fields of labor, carry- 
ing the fire that shall kindle the lamp, and the 
oil that shall keep it burning.” 

The Conference adjourned in impressive 
silence, ‘‘ to meet at the call of the Executive 
Committee ifit be the Lord’s will.” 


—-_ o—- 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 


The Philadelphia Institute.—Most of the 
meetings held during the evenings of this 
week have been well attended and interesting. 
A good amount of valuable information and 
stimulus has been imparted. Our crowded 
space prevents further reference to the pro- 
ceedings this week. 








The Brooklyn Sunday=School Union held its 
first monthly meeting and concert, under direc- 
tion of the new Board of Managers, at the 
Middle Reformed church, in Harrison Street, 
near Court, on the evening of Nov. 12th. The 
newly elected President, James McGee, was 
in the chair. The attendance was not very 
large. The President, in opening the meeting, 
said he believed it was necessary for him to 
say a few words in explanation of his appear- 
ance there and in the position which he occu- 
pied. He then told how he had been placed 
at the head of the Sunday-School Union, with- 
out seeking the honor. He asked the indul- 


_ gence of the people in his new position. He 


wished it to be understood that these meetings 
were not the meetings of the Board of Mana- 
gers, but of all, in proportion as they were 
workers in the Sunday-school. The question 
of the evening was then introduced,—“ The 
Hindrances to Conversions in our Sabbath- 
Schools.” 

Mr. J. F. Davis, of the Tabernacle Baptist 
church, mentioned as a great hindrance the 
inadequate conception which teachers had of 
the great charge entrusted to them in the Sun- 
day-school. It seemed to him that many 
worked without knowing what they were do- 
ing, and with a carelessness of which they 
would be afraid and ashamed in business. It 
was the duty of pastors and superintendents 
to impress on the minds of the teachers the 
greatness of their charge. When teachers shall 
have learned to look on little children as the 
chosen of Jesus Christ, one barrier at least 





will have been removed from conversions in 
the Sunday-school. 

Mr. Hill, of the Plymouth Bethel, was the 
next speaker, He said that the subject for dis- 
cussion was not new to him. He was going 
to speak from a teacher’s stand-point, and 
would speak chiefly of superintendents. It 
was not an unusual thing in times of election 
of officers, to see men engaged in a hard tussle 
for the position of superintendent, simply be- 
cause it was an honor and was a step above 
the teacher. Again, a teacher or superinten- 
dent considered it an honor to havea large 
number of scholars, while the number of con- 
versions in the school was something which 
was scarcely ever mentioned, save as a secon- 
dary object. Then he believed that one of the 
chief hindrances was the sense of duty with 
which teachers and superintendents under- 
take to teach children. He believed that if 
teaehers would learn to take pleasure in bring- 
ing little children to Jesus, this hindrance 
would soon vanish. 

After short addresses by Mr. Cooke, of the 
South Presbyterian church; Mr. Charles 
Clarke, of the first Reformed church; Mr. 
Jones, of the First Presbyterian Sunday- 
school; Mr. Matthews, of St. Ann’s Episcopal; 
Mr. T. W. Ladd, of the Lincoln Mission- 
school, and others, the President made a few 
remarks, in which he said that renewed action 
must be taken in the cause, and that it was 
the duty of all to bestir themselves in the good 
work of the Sunday-school. The meeting then 
adjourned. The next monthly meeting will 
be held in Pierrepont Street Baptist church. 


An Evening Sunday-School.—A correspon- 
dent of The Christian Union, of New York, 
speaks of an enterprise just commenced in 
that city, to reach a class of persons in locali- 
ties that the church and Sunday-school and 
mission station do not fully reach. For some 
time a children’s meeting had been held at 
Christ chapel, 141 Chrystie Street, on Sunday 
evenings, with a fair attendance. But feeling 
the need of something more directly and per- 
sonally instructive, on the 24th of October they 
began an evening school, with 56 children and 
11 adults in attendance. The number of adults 
and larger scholars is increasing, and the ob- 
ject is chiefly to attract the older ones, who 
feel themselves too old for the Sabbath-school. 
Only women have thus far presented them- 
selves as teachers. Men are wanted. While 
schools of this kind are common in the large 
cities of England, they are new in this coun- 
try, and it is believed that a useful field is 
opened by them in the lower part of New 
York city and in other cities in the oldest and 
most degraded parts, from which business and 
other influences have pushed the churches. A 
teachers’ meeting is held on Thursday even- 
ing of each week at the chapel, where the 
teachers go over the lesson, and are pleased to 
have assistance from visiting friends, in the 
study of the Word. 





Personal.—Col. DeWitt C. Moore, late su- 
perintendent of the Sunday-schools of the Rev. 
Mr. Talmage’s church, Philadelphia, a very 
efficient conductor of the singing in that school 
and also on public Sabbath-school occasions, 
has accepted a call to Brooklyn. He is to su- 
perintend the singing in the church in that 
city to which Mr. Talmage has lately been 
called as pastor. Previous to Mr. Moore’s de- 
parture he was presented by his old school 
with a beautiful gold-headed cane. 





(Continued from page 581.) 


than to receive.”’ This divine truth must be 
more thoroughly taught to the rising genera- 
tion. How? By keeping it before the chil- 
dren constantly by example, illustration, pre- 
cept. Thankfully accept all presents, however 
small a child may have to offer. Encourage 
all the generous, liberal instincts. Applaud 
every sacrifice of self for others’ sake. Two 
continents mourn the death of George Pea- 
body. He will always exemplify to us a 
liberal large soul. He was his own almoner. 
It is always better to give while one is alive 
than to wait for death and the lawyers ! 


Child Conversion. 


Rev. D. Moore, Jr., D. D., Brooklyn: The 
object of Sunday-school labor is the salvation 
of the youth. Conversion is necessary to this. 
The children must be turned. They are not 
naturally holy. They are by nature sinful, 
notwithstanding their comparative and lovely 
innocence. But they are very aecessible and 
impressible. Their childish simplicity meets 
the gospel requirements. They have a won- 


derful advantage over adult natures. They 
must be sadly taught before they become 
skeptics. In truth, the gospel and children 


were made for each other. 


THE CLOSING SESSION. 
The house was crowded. The first topic was 


The Sunday-School and Society, 


in their relation to each other. The Rev. J. 
F. Elder, of Orange, N. J., discussed it. The 
Sunday-school moulds public opinion. While 
the family and the church do much, the Sun- 
day-school alsodoes much. Public opinion is 
formed largely by early teachings. The ques- 
tion of allowing the Bible in public schools is 
one not merely of Romanism versus Protes- 
tantism, but of the sentiment of the commu- 
nity, of infidelity and error against truth. We 
do not know whether the State will stand by 
the Word of God, but we do know that we can 
read it and teach it in the Sunday-school. Our 
religious training of the young is ever to be 
the great conservator of the public morals. 


The Sunday-School and the Ballot. 


The Hon. A. D. Shaw, of Toronto, C. W., 
believed that the dignity and sacredness of the 
ballot could well be enforced in the instruction 
of the young. The ballot is corrupt because 
the Christian Church allows it to be. (Sensa- 
tion.) We need more religion in politics, and 
more politics in religion. There is hope in our 
Sunday-schools in this direction. 

The Sunday-School and the Church. 


The Rev. C. B. Crane, D. D., Hartford, thus 
defined the relation: The Church is a body of 
men and women who have repented of their 
sins and given their hearts to Christ. The 
Sunday-school is not a church, but a mixed 
congregation of people. Every child is a shut- 
tle, playing between the church and the 
family. It is the duty of the church to make 
use of the material which the Sunday-school 
brings to the door of the church. 


The Rev. W.C. Van Meter of the Howard 
Mission was announced to speak on Mission 
work, but he was confined to his home by 
sickness. The topic was discussed by some of 
the clergy present, and soon thereafter the In- 
stitute adjourned. 

ue aro 

Schools Among the Freedmen.—The Rev. 
J. W. Alvord, General Superintendent of 
Schools for Freedmen and Refugees, reports 
1,196 Sabbath-schools now in operation, and 
2,118 ordinary schools, with a total of 7,909 
teachers and 204,253 scholars. 39 training- 
schools for teachers, attended by 3,377 stu- 
dents, are in successful operation. 


Alaska.—The Jndependent notes the fact that 
a government employe at Sitka has started a 
Sunday-School with thirty-three scholars. 
About half the scholars are Russians. 





Ogdensburg, N. Y.—The Baptist church in 
this place is erecting a commodious two-story 
mission Sabbath-school chapel. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Enlargement of The Times.—By reference 
to our editorial columns, it'will be seen that 

we contemplate an increase of one-third be- 
yond our present size, beginning with the first 
issue ofthe new year. We also intend to cut 
and stitch the paper from the first number of 
‘the new (twelfth) volume. 

Notes of Joy.—We have received an instal- 
ment of this new music book, prepared by 
Mrs. Joseph F. Knapp, and are decidedly 
pleased with its mechanical appearance. The 
names of the contributors to its pages, and the 
merits which we are assured that the work 
possesses, will secure its welcome into many 
of the leading Sunday-schools of the country. 
Price $30 per hundred in board covers. Sam- 
ples by mail for 38 cents. 

Renew Promptly.—The season is approach- 
ing when a number of subscriptions fall due. 
We hope that all of our friends will renew 
promptly, for we are specially desirous that 
they shall begin with the first chapter of the 
interesting serial by Mrs. Caroline E. Kelly 
Davis. Try and secure us at least one new 
subscriber for 1870. The subscription to a 
copy of The Sunday-School Times would make 
an appropriate present, reminding the re- 
ceiver of the giver 52 times during the year. 
al 


BOOKS. 


KITToO’s BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS. 4 volumes. 
Popular edition. With steel-plate portrait, and 
wood-cut illustrations. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. This splendid work has long been known 
as a standard in biblical literature, but it has until 
now been beyond the reach of the mass of readers. 
For bringing it out in its present accessible form 
the publishers certainly deserve well at the hands 
of all Christian people. It now appears in four vo- 
lumes, instead of the eight, which it has heretofore 
covered; is well printed o.1 good paper, in clear, 
readable type, and is neatly and tastefully bound. 
We shall not attempt to specify the many merits 
of the work. A single feature of its plan of con- 
struction is that it furnishes consecutive daily 
readings for two years, thus encouraging a very 
good, and withal greatly needed, habit of systema- 
tic, continuous, Bible study. The whole ground of 
the Scriptures is gone over—including its history, 
biography, geography, archeology, theology, &c. 
It seems tous that no Christian’s library is at all 
adequately furnished without this standard work, 
and we should rejoice to know of its circulation by 
thousands among the Sunday-school teachers and 
Christians of the land. 

THE SUNSET LAND. By Rev. John Todd, D. D. 
Boston: Lee & Shepard. In this volume, our old 
friend John Todd, so well known in former days to 
the readers of The Sunday-School Times, gives a se- 
ries of graphic sketches of California, asit is, and 
it shall be, physically, politically, and morally. 
The theme is one of never-failing wonder, and Dr. 
Todd has a rare faculty for seeing what is rare and 
wonderful in objects and presenting them vividly 
before the imagination of the reader. 


THOUGHTS ON HOLY ScriIPTURE. By Francis 
Bacon. New York: American Tract Society. The 
“thoughts” of Lord Bacon, here presented, do not 
exist as aseparate treatise, but have been culled 
from his various writings by the compiler, the 
Rev. John G. Hall, and arranged in order for con- 
venience of consultation and reference. It cannot 
‘ut be interesting to see what such a man as Bacon 
thought and wrote on any Scripture text or sub- 
ject, and the volume will be valued on that accourt, 
if for no other. 

OUTLINES OF NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY. By 
Rev. F.G. Maclear, England. Philadelphia: Lu- 
theran Board of Publication. A companion to a 
like volume on the Old Testament, giving, in brief 











paragraphs, a complete and connected view of the 
Gospel history, and also of the period between the 
Old and New Testaments. It is written in a clear 
and concise style, and with the volume on the Old 
Testament, is fitted for a wide field of usefulness 
among young teachers who. have just begun to 
teach Scripture truth, and among scholars in Bible 
classes, and all who are laying foundations in 
Scripture study. 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. Quarto. Gilt, Tinted 
paper. Profusely illustrated. By Mrs. S. T. Martyn. 
New York: American Tract Society. This beautiful 
book will be one of the most acceptable gift-books 
in Christian circles. Especially appropriate will it 
be as a token of love to mothers, sisters and lady 
friends. The illustrations (75 in number) are from 
some of our best artists, and with a few exceptions 
worthy of their subjects. The press-work and bind- 
ing are of the very best. The subject matter is in- 
teresting, as Bible biography of female characters 
always is. The author hangs forus a gallery of 
portraits which will beautify and enrich any 
home. Philadelphia: H. N. Thissell, Agent, 1408 
Chestnut Street. 

EARNEST Hours. By Wm. S. Plumer, D.D. 
Richmond, Va.: Presbyterian Committee of Publica- 
tion. The volume with this title contains a collec- 
tion of twenty-five discourses of varying lengths, 
all freighted with earnest, Christian thought. Dr. 
Plumer isa vigorous, masculine thinker, who utters 
no uncertain sound, on whatever subject he treats, 
and who always gives his reader food for sober re- 
flection. The book is one which will commend it- 
self to all classes of earnest Christians, 

THE PERFECT MAN. By Rev. Harry Jones. Bos- 
ton: D. Lothrop & Co. This little volume contains 
a series of discourses on the life, teachings, and 
death of Jesus, exhibiting him, notin his Divinity, 
or his atoning, sacrificial character, but in his 
other character of a perfect man, and as such an 
example tous, The discourses are admirable, both 
in design and execution. 


Tom HARDING. By Nellie Eyster. Philadelphia: 
D. Ashmead. This is the fourth and last volume of 
the ‘*‘Sunny Hour” series by the same author, and 
is an amusing, entertaining and instructive 
story. ‘Tom’ goes from Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, to Philadelphia, where he takes ship 
for New Orleans. The incidents on ship-board, 
and after his arrival in New Orleans, are told 
with great vivacity and with considerable 
power of characterization. The writer’s aim is not 
merely to please, but also to impart useful infor- 
mation and sound moral and religious lessons, all 
the way through—and yet she does this in sucha 
quiet, natural way as to add much to the strength 
and charm of her work, There are few cheerier, 
sunnier stories for younger and older children in 
the household than these “Sunny Hour’ stories. 
The binding, press-work, and general make-up of 
the books is the most tasteful of any juveniles 
we have seen this season. Put upina neat box, 
they make avery beautiful set for a Christmas or 
New Year’s gift. 

DAYS OF OLD. London and New York: MacMillan& 
Co. Three stories, illustrating life and manners in 
three different periods of English history. The first 
is thestory of Caradoc and Deva, in the time of the 
Druids, and soon after the invasion of Julius Cexe- 
sar. Thesecond is Wulfgar and the Earl, and be- 
longs to the time of Alfred the Great. The third is 
Roland, a story of the Crusades. The book is de- 
signed to interest the young in the study of history. 

THE Norrises. London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. New York: Pott 4 Amery. 
A small volume, in size and form suited for the 
Sabbath-school library. It is an interesting story, 
inculecating the duties of honesty and uprightness, 
and of firm trust in God our worldly affairs. 

PHEBE TRAVERS. By Aunt Florida. New York 
and San Francisco: A. Roman & Co. Astory ofa 
girl at a French boarding-school. An inoffensive 
sort of book, without much point, good or bad. 

THE PIGEON’S WEDDING. By Harriet B. McKee- 
ver. Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 
A handsome quarto with a series of bright-colored 
pictures, giving the various adventures of two pi- 
geons aS a young married couple. It is a pretty 
gift-book for a child. 

ScHOOL-LIFE STORIES. 6 volumes, 32mo. Bos- 
ton: D. Lothrep & Co. A pretty little box of story- 
books, of the same general excellence as the 








— 


“Birth-day Stories,” noticed last week. They are 
re-prints from the London Religious Tract Society, 
and make good and useful reading for the infant. 
class, or for the home nursery. 

HESTER STRONG’S LIFE-WoRK. By Mrs. §, A, 
Southworth. Boston: Lee & Shepard. A semi-reli- 
gious novel, the scenes being taken chiefly from 
domestic life, and worked up with decided literary 
ability. 

Miss THACKERAY’S WORKS. Household Edition 
Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co. The second and con- 
cluding volume has reached us. It contains “ The 
Story of Elizabeth,” ‘‘ Five Old Friends,” and other 
interesting and very well-written sketches of life 
and character. 

HARPER’S MAGAZINE for December begins its 
fortieth volume, History and science will receive 
special notice during 1870. A ‘“ Life of Frederick 
the Great,’’ illustrated, will go through the year, 
and the “Scientific Record” will receive the ex- 
press co-operation of the Smithsonian Institute, at 
Washington; so that the magazine will of itself 
be a complete Year-Book of Science. $4a year. 

THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW. October No: 
New York: The Leonard Scott Publishing Company. 
Contents: 1. Islam; 2. Isaac Barrow; 3. Higher and 
Lower Animals; 4. The Byron Mystery; 5. Water- 
Supply of London; 6. Lord Lytton’s Horace; 7. Re- 
construction of the Irish Church; 8. Sacerdotal Ce- 
libacy ; 9. Past and Future of ‘the Conservative Po- 
licy, $4a year. 

THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW. October Number, 
New York: The Leonard Scott Publishing Company. 
Contents: 1, The Quakers; 2. Poems and Prose Re- 
mains of Arthur Hugh Clough; 3. Water-Supply of 
London; 4, Sunday Liberty; 5. Afgliahan Tribes; 
6. Natural History of Morals: 7. Albert Life Insu- 
rance Company; 8, Compulsory Education; 9. Pro- 
stitution—Contemporary Literature. $4a year. 

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY, GALAXY, LIPPIN- 
coTT’s, Hours AT HoME, THE ECLECTIC, PUTNAM’s, 
SABBATH AT HOME, LADY’S REPOSITORY, ARTHUR'S 
HoME MAGAZINE, ONCE A MONTH, and all our usual 
monthly visitors, are on our table. Want of space 
in this season of publishing activity prevents our 
saying the good things of these magazines that 
they deserve. We will say this, however, that in 
the main, we have reason, as Americans, to be 
proud of our standard periodical literature. 

THE RIVERSIDE, (Hurd & Houghton, New York,) 
and the YouNG Fouks, (Fields, Osgood & Co., Bos- 
ton,) still delight the young folks with their beaut- 
iful illustrations and their attractive reading. 

APPLETON’S JOURNAL. Monthly Part for Decem- 
ber. New York: D. Appleton & Company. Rich 
with steel-plate and wood-cut illustrations—and 
with literary. scientific and historical matter. $4.56 
ayear. For sale by D. Ashmead, Philadelphia. 

EVERY SATURDAY. Monthly Part for Novem- 
ber. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co. A choice repo- 
sitory of foreign current literature. $5 a year. 

PETERS’S MUSICAL MONTHLY. November. New 
York: J. L. Peters. A better musical journal does 
not find its way toour table. $3a year. 





Graded Question Paper. 





We are now prepared to furnish samples of our 
new Graded Question Paper for January 2, 1870. 


SuBsEcT: ‘‘ TRUE GREATNESS.”’ 


The annual subscription price for these Papers, 
which will be issued every week during the year, 
will be announced next week. Packages of the 
first one will be sent, post-paid, at 25 cents per 100 
copies. J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 

608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns 
next year, would do well to provide their entire 
inembership with 








The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 
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octave Piano-Fortes 
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Something New. 


AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
‘that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
‘them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
‘troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
‘expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
.paper, 16 by 21 inches in size. 





The Texts are as follows: 


1.—‘‘ Stand up for Jesus.”’ 

2.—‘* We would see Jesus.”’ 

3.—‘* Ye Must be Born Again.” 

4.—‘* Now is the Accepted Time,”’ 

5.— Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 

6.— Search the Scriptures.” 

7.—*Come unto Me all ye that Labor and are 

heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.”’ 
8.—'*‘ Remember thy Creatorin the Days of thy 
Youth.”’ 

9.—‘*Ged Bless our Sunday-School.” 

10.—‘* Feed My Lambs,”’ 

11.—‘ Come to Jesus.” 

12,—‘*‘ Hope Thou in God.” 





4a> If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
“will be sent by mail for $1.75. Single copies, 20 cts. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 





‘PIANOS, [435 Broome 8t., New York. ]ORGANS, 


Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
‘new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
ithe agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and _ Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our newscale, medium-sized -7 
are now ready, at low 
A pena for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
-Price-lists sent to any address. 





Appropriate for the Anniversary Season. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

36 Cents Per Dozen. 
1IIl.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 

36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 





VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 
24 Cents Per Dozen, 
VII.—_THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIIIL—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the ten sent to any one on re- 
eeipt of 40 cents. 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





“Take it all in all, it is the best magazine for 
children in the world.”—The Sunday-School Times. 


THE CHILDREN’S HOUR: 
AN ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE FORTHE LITTLE ONES. 
EDITED BY T. 8. ARTHUR. 


The Children’s Hour 


“ = most beautifully illustrated magazine pub- 
shed. 

For 1870, it will exceed in interest and beauty 
all previous years. 

In THE CHILDREN’S Hour for January will 
be published four original illustrations, on tinted 
paper, by Bensell, and engraved by Lauderbach, of 

ongfellow’s exquisite poem, 


“The Children’s Hour.” 


Alice agg Virginia F. Townsend, Phoebe Cary, 
Mrs. M. O. Johnson, T. S. Arthur, Mrs. L. A. B. Cur- 
tis, Ada M. Kennicot, Mrs. M. L. Clark, Rosella 
Rice, Irene L . Kate Sutherland, and many 
other gifted authors, write regularly tor 


The Children’s Hour, 


and will make it for 1870 the most attractive and 
charming children’s magazine in the country. 


he Children’s Hour 


is pronounced by the secular and religious press, 
by fathers and mothers all over the land, by minis- 
ters of all denominations, the purest and best ma- 
gazing for children in the world. YOUNG AND OLD 
every where rea 


The Children’s Hour 


with delight and profit. It speaks, through simple 
form of ———- the highest truths, and while the 
little ones are fascinated by its sweet stories, these 
heavenly truths drop like good seeds into their 
minds, to bear fruit in after years. 


ee ere er CFi.2s 








1 Copy, 

& Copies, - - - = - 
10 Copies, and one to getter-up of club, 10. 

aa Specimen numbers 10 cents. 

Every one sending a club of five or more subscri- 
bers, to THE CHILDREN’S HouvrR, will receive asa 
premium a copy of one of our splendid steel engra- 
+g “BED-TIME,” or “THE ANGEL OF 
PEACE.” 


PREMIUMS. 

TOOL-CHEST PREMIUM.—For 10 subscribers 
to “CHILDREN’S Hour,” at $1.25 each, we will send, 
as a premium, a Boy’s TooL-CHEST, containing /i/- 
teen different tools, of good size and best quality. 
For 5 subscribers, at $1.25 each, a MINIATURE TOOL- 
Box, containing nine tools, of fine quality, good and 
strong, all fitting in one patent handle. 

DOLL PREMIUM.—For 6 subscribers to “CHIL- 
DREN’S Hour,” at $1.25 each, we will send, express 
charge pre-paid (except to Pacific States), a beautiful 
wax doll, with eyes that open and shut. 

SEWING MACHINE PREMIUM.—For 50 sub- 
scribers to “CHILDREN’S HOUR,” at $1.25 each, 
we will send a BARTRAM & FANTON $55 SEWING 
MACHINE. If a double thread machine is wanted, 
we can, for 60 subscribers, at $1.25 each, send the $60 
Empire Machine. These are, in ali respects, equal to 
any in market. 

MASON & HAMLIN’S ORGANS.—We can offer 
to schools and families most advantageous and 
easy terms on this premium: 

For 90 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $50. 

For 135 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $100, 

For 200 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $150. 

83> In almost any Day or Sunday-school, if chil- 
dren and teachers unite in the work of making up 
a list for ‘“‘THE Hour,” an Organ may easily be 
obtained, 

Ba In all cases where a full list of subscribers re- 
ye for a premium cannot be made up, a CASH 

IFFERENCE will be taken, 

T. S. ARTHUR & SON, Publishers, 


809 & 811 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 





The Commands of our Saviour. 
A new Concert Exercise, consisting of beautiful 
Scriptural and Poetical Recitations, interspersed 
with some of the sweetest of modern hymns for 
Sabbath-schools. Price 60 cents per dozen, for 
which they will be sent by mail. Samples of eleven 
different Exercises for 45 cents. 
J.C. GARRIG UES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


se>—— LIBRARIANS——“@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 








ORIENTAL BIBLE LANDS. 


Hon. ISRAEL S. DIEHL, 


Formerly United States Consul at Batavia, 
Is prepared to make engagements with Sabbath- 
schools and Young Men’s Christian Associations 
in Philadelphia and adjacent places, during the 
coming winter, to deliver one or more interesting 
Lectures on Travels in Oriental and Bible Lands. 
These Lectures are illustrated with Maps, Diagrams 
and also Curious Relics brought by Mr, Diehl from 
the countries of the Bible. For terms, &c , address, 
J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., Philadelphia. 








THE 


American Sunday-School Union 


have on hand an extensive variety of 


New and Beautiful Books, 


Handsomely illustrated and in tasteful bindings 
suitable for 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Also for sale, 


Bibles and Devotional Books. 


Weare also constantly receiving from Lundon a 
great variety of 


SCRIPTURE PRINTS, DIAGRAMS FOR LECTURES, 


and every thing suitable for the illustration of 
Sunday-School lessons. 

Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and Spe- 
cimens of their Periodicals may be obtained gratui- 
tously at the Depository of the 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





DR. SMITH'S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


FOR 


Sabbath-Schools. 


While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
eult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
is intended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very fine 
steel engravings. 

Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 

J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. : 








OXFORD BIBLES. 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BIBLE. Printed in clear 
t ‘ and well bound in arabesque. cents, 
THE PEW BIBLE. Printed in large type and 
bound in morocco, $2.00; Turkey morocco, $3.00. 
THE TEACHER’S BIBLE. Printed on fine paper 
in beautiful type, with References and Maps, and 
an Index to the persons, places, and subjects oc- 
curring in the Scriptures, French morocco, $3.00; 
or Turkey morocco, q 
THE CLERGYMAN’S BIBLE. Printed in large, 
Clear type, with References and Maps, and an 
Index to the persons, places, and subjects occur- 
ring in the Scriptures. Bound in Turkey mo- 
rocco, 
The above mailed free on receipt of price, by 
THOS. NELSON & SONS, 52 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


Bar EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders It willlast from year toyear. Pr'ce $1; 
by mail $1.20, 
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EXAMINE THIS 


CHEAP HYMN-BOOK. 


66A Few Notes from Songs of Gladness,”’ 


Is the title of a small collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents per dozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


LOT’S CHOICE. 


A New-Year’s Address to Sabbath Scholars. 

By the Rev. J. HALL, D.D., New York. 
Adapted to Congregational and Mission Schools, 
and to all denominations. Will be ready in quan- 
tities December 15. Price for 100 copies $5. 

ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 
770 Broadway (cor. of 9th Street), New York 


SONGS OF GLADNESS 


FOR 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


BY J. E. GOULD. 


This new Music-Book is daily aro ine in favor, 
and Sunday-schools representing different denomi- 
mations are cordially approving and adopting it all 








-over the land. 


SONCS OF CLADNESS 


‘Combines the two very important features which 
are rarely to be found in one book, Beautiful 
Music, accompanied by Appropriate Words. 


SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Is a book containing Hymns and Music delightful 
and Or deke, for the praise by youthful 
voices on the Lord’s day. 


Price $30 per hundred, board covers. 
Send 25 Cents for a Specimen Copy. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Just Published. 
Helps at the Mercy Seat, 


By Rev. J. M. PUTNAM, 
Consisting of 
Prayers from the Scriptures, 
Old Divines and the Poets. 
Cloth extra. Square24mo. Gilt edges. 272 pp. $1.50. 
. Printed in the best style, on tinted paper. 
HOYT, FOGG & BREED, Portland, Maine, 








“NEW EDITION. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 


With an accurate steel-plate portrait and an inte- 
resting biographical sketch of the author. This 
valuable work, which has had the largest sale of 
any volume of its character in so short a time after 
its publication; contains the History and Progress 
of Sunday-Schools, with Approved Modes of In- 

_struction, Examples in Illustrative, Pictorial and 
Object-Teaching; also, the Use of the Blackboard, 
Management of Infant-Classes, Teachers’ Meetings, 
Conventions, Institutes, etc., ete. It is a book that 
should be within reach of every superintendent 
and teacher in the land, as it plain and practical, 
and a standard authority on the subjects to which 
it refers. Price, $1.25. . 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


BLACKBOARD MANUAL. 


By SIEGFRIED & CLARK. 


This is acknowledged the best work on the sub- 
ject of Visible Illustrations of Bible Themes, It 
has been issued as a serial during the year in six 
consecutive numbers, They are now bound neatly 
in cloth for $1.50; by mail $1.62. A sample number 
in the serial form by mail for’25 cents, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





The Most Popular Juvenile Magazine 
in America, 


FREE! FREE!! 








All new subscribers to THE LITTLE CORPORAL 
whose names and money arein before the end of 
December, will receive the November and Decem- 
ber Nos, of 1869 FREE! 





r 


Little Corporal, 


TERMS, ONE DOLLAR A YEAR. 








\ 


THE LITTLE CORPORAL has a larger circu- 
lation than any other Juvenile Magazine in the 
world, and is better worth the price than any other 
magazine ever published. 

Because of its immense circulation, we are en- 
abled to furnish it at the low price of ONE DOLLAR 
A YEAR; Six eopies, one year, $5; single number, 
12 cents; or free to any one who will try to raise a 
club. Beautiful premiums for clubs. 

Subscribe NOW. Back numbers can always be 
sent. Address 


ALFRED L. SEWELL & CO., PusiisuErs, 


Office of The Little Corporal, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 





P.S.—We also publish the following: 


“The School Festival,” 


An Original Quarterly Magazine, devoted exclu- 
sively to School Entertainments, Exhibitions, 
Tableaux, &c. Price Fifty Cents a year. Sample 
copy 15 cents. 
Address as above, 
ALFRED L. SEWELL &CO., PuBtisHERs, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 








This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. Aftera choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 





608 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





propriate for the lew dear, 
THE TEACHER’S CROWN. 


By JOHN 8. HART. 


A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36 cents a dozen. Send two 3-cent 
stamps for sample by mail. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, 


THE CRUCIFIXION. 


“In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling.’ 


An ingeniously made card for Sunday-schools, 
4 by 6 inches in size, consisting of three crosses, 
and neatly printed in colors, 

The middle cross contains the following inscrip- 
tion: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou ¢ -saken 
me?” andthe other twothe dying expre: ions cf 
the malefactors who were crucified with Christ. 

Reading across the card, and including the words 
that appear on the crosses, is a beautiful poem, in 
the words of prayer, expressive of penitence, faith, 
thankfulness, deep devotion and an implic't trust 
in the ability and willingness of the Lord .esus to 
save all who come unto him. The poem is an ap- 
propriate one for scholars to commit to memory. 

-PRICE, 60 CENTS PER DOZEN, BY MAIL. 


Sample for 10 cents. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and vartety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

“Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

“Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers. 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers. 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 























